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Magruder Literacy Paw Pointers 

Primary and Upper Grades 

Have a Ball with Word Play 
 
Throw, catch, and shoot!  Get a 
ball and head outside with your 
family for games that combine 
wordplay with physical activity. 
 
Word Catch   
Work on beginning and ending sounds.  Say a 
random word (fireworks), and toss a ball to 
someone.  If he catches the ball and says a word 
starting with the last letter of your word (sunshine), 
the game keeps going.  How many words can you 
string together before someone misses the ball or 
can’t think of a word? 
 
Spelling Basketball 
Play H-O-R-S-E with these twists.  Take turns trying 
to sink a basket, but instead of getting a letter for  
missed shots, earn one for each shot you make.  
Start by using any six-letter word.  For a game of F-
R-I-E-N-D, players would get an F for the first shot 
made, R for the second, and so on.  The first player 
to collect every letter picks the word for the next 
games. 
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Magruder Families, 
 
Not only is May “Caught Reading” month, it is also Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month. In this issue we have included booklists, virtual museum tours, and educational 
resources that highlight the history and contributions of Asian and Pacific Islanders in 
the United States.  
 
If you are curious about other national observances and commemorative months from 
the Library of Congress, please go to the following website: https://www.loc.gov/law/help/

commemorative-observations/index.php.  If you are interested in the National Day Calendar, 
that information is found at the following website: https://nationaltoday.com/national-day-
calendar/ . 

 
Sincerely,  
Magruder Reading Team 

Lawn Scrabble or Boggle 

All you need is a marker and old cardboard or 
heavy stock paper to create the letters. Once the 
letters are made, children can have unlimited op-
tions for learning words while playing these two 
classic games on the lawn. 
 
Create a Book or Movie Trailer 

Students create movie posters or trailers of their 
favorite books. They can display them on plain pa-
per, poster board, or record a video using a phone 
or computer. Students can draw or use magazines 
or computer images to summarize the plot of the 
book. They need to include enough details to en-
courage others to read the book. They can even 
rate the book with up to five “stars”. 
 

Create a Comic Strip 

Students use one or more vocabulary words to cre-
ate a four-panel comic strip. Add the vocabulary 
words as part of the dialogue in speech bubbles. 
Students can draw the squares  or just fold the pa-
per in half twice.   
 

This activity was taken  from upperelementarysnapshots.com  

Reading is an exercise 
in empathy; the exercise 
of walking in someone 
else’s shoes for awhile.  

—Malorie Blackman 

Author/Illustrator 
Birthdays 

 
May 10: Christopher       
               Paul Curtis 
 
May 17: Gary  Paulson 
 
May 18: Debbie Dadey 
 
May 22: Arnold Lobel 
 
May 23: Scott O’Dell & 
 Margaret  Wise Brown 
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Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Center: A Museum without Walls: https://smithsonianapa.org/ 
 
Booklist: https://www.readingrockets.org/booklists/celebrating-asian-pacific-american-heritage 
 
U.S. Department of Education: https://www2.ed.gov/free/features/asian-pacific-heritage.html  
 
Library of Congress: https://asianpacificheritage.gov/  
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Want to help your child see the importance of handwashing?  Complete the experiment be-

low to help them see how effective hand washing is for combating germs.  Have your child 

record the changes they observe during the experiment and write their conclusions about 

what happened.    

“Hands On” Experiment 

Why is it important to wash your hands? 

Materials: potato (peeled, cut in half) 2 zipper plastic bags 

Here’s How: Have your child rub dirty hands (after playing outside, for example) on one potato half.  He or she 

should seal it in a bag and mark the bag “dirty”.  Ask him or her to wash his hands and then rub them on the 

other potato half.  That piece goes into a bag labeled “clean”.  Let him or her place both 

bags in a warm, dark spot for a week. 

What happens? The ‘dirty” potato will grow more mold. 

Why: Rubbing the potato with dirty hands leave bacteria on the surface.  When placed in a 

warm, dark spot, the bacteria forms mold-living proof that dirt leaves behind germs that 

need to be washed off hands with soap and water! 


